FOURTH ANNUAL ELEPHANT WORKSHOP KANSAS CITY ZOO, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI USA by Sandra Lash
The Fourth Annual Elephant Workshop was sponsored by the Kansas City Zoo and held at Adam's Mark Hotel, Kansas City Missouri, on October [14] [15] [16] 1983 . A total of 168 participants attended, representing 66 institutions from 24 states plus Washington, D.C., and Canada.
The workshop was hosted by the Parks and Recreation Department, Kansas City, Missouri; The Friends of the Kansas City Zoo, Inc., The Kansas City Zoo Docent Council; and International Animal Exchange.
The planning committee consisted of Mike Blakely, Ernie Galbraith, Terry Elder, Dee Wolfe, Bob Thornton, and Susan Frick.
The program was as follows: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1983 7:30 -9 There were also three panel discussions which evoked considerable comment for future consideration.
A permanent committee for future workshops (Dale Tuttle, first chairman) was organized as a result of discussions, and a committee to standardize elephant commands (Ron Ringer, chairman) was formed.
By vote the participants chose Fort Worth, Texas, as the site for the Sixth Annual Elephant Workshop to be held in the fall of 1985.
SIXTH ANNUAL ELEPHANT WORKSHOP FORT WORTH ZOOLOGICAL PARK, FORT WORTH TEXAS, USA by Sandra Lash Shoshani
The Sixth Annual Elephant Workshop was hosted by Fort Worth Zoological Park and sessions were held at Green Oaks Inn, Fort Worth, Texas, on October 6-8, 1985.
A total of 67 institutions was represented with 134 individuals participating from two countries, 25 states, and the District of Columbia. Both presentations and panel discussions made up the programs for two mornings, and two excursions were held in the afternoons. 
Editors' note:
Several significant steps have been taken by groups of people working with elephants as a result of these meetings.
Coordination of efforts to enhance propagation of both Asian and African elephants in captivity is the focal point.
In order to support this goal, personnel from diverse institutions and organizations have discussed, argued and negotiated in formal groups and through informal meetings.
Continuing support for the Annual Elephant Workshop is an outgrowth of awareness among participants of the need for dialogue.
One piece of tangible evidence of progress is a list of ten standard commands for working elephants which was accepted by participants at the Fort Worth meeting.
It is particularly important that steps such as this one are being taken by individuals based on commitment to a common goal; administration or outside agencies are not imposing these requirements on elephant handlers.
The benefits to come from such workshops must originate with those individuals directly involved with elephants.
It is hoped that interchange of information and ideas between elephant people will continue through such devices as these workshops. Although it is often difficult for private owners and those working with circus shows to be present, their participation has been welcomed and an effort to involve all points of view has been made in presentations, panel discussions and demonstrations. A very popular aspect of the program (the Hospitality Suite) has become the informal sessions in the evenings where space and equipment 10:00 a.m. Raymond ("Sabu") Moreau was recipient of the first Elephant Workshop Award.
The Steering Committee will formalize this award in the future.
During the discussion following the report on the basic commands survey by Ron Ringer on the morning of the third (and last) day, the general mood of the group achieved a noteworthy level.
Some lively exchanges took place regarding the addition of another command for the basic protocol; a proposal was made to use the keyword in the command and the vote to accept it was unanimous.
This tone continued to pervade the afternoon session when four other proposals were accepted unanimously.
There are still significant differences among the individuals and the groups represented at these meetings.
Nonetheless, time has shown that it is worthwhile for all those involved with captive and wild elephants to get together for discussions and shared experiences in the interest of the future of elephants in captivity. In the words of some participants these meetings are "getting better and better."
For those who have attended several workshops the Seventh Elephant Workshop may indeed have been a "landmark."
ELEPHANT WORKSHOP PROCEEDINGS AVAILABLE Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Elephant Management Workshop, held in Kansas City in October 1983, are available. They include all papers presented at the workshop, in addition to the panel discussion, list of registrants and budget information. Send check or money order for $2 to the Kansas City Zoological Gardens, Swope Park, Kansas City, Missouri 64132.
Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Elephant Workshop, held at New Orleans, Louisiana, November 29 -December 1, 1984, have also been published. The format is similar to those from Kansas City.
Write to Audubon Park and Zoological Garden, P.O. Box 4327, New Orleans, Louisiana 70178.
